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Loony Tunes In Lockdown Land

It’s Jobless Claims Thursday, meaning we got 3.17 million more. That brought the 7-week total since the Donald shutdown the American economy in mid-March to 33.5 million—a figure which is 12X larger than the worst 7-week period in the last half century.

So, yes, the sudden lurch into Lockdown Nation does amount to economic hari-kari. There has literally never been a more stupid, reckless and unjustifiable act of government caprice in American history.
Indeed, we think it is now evident that there will have been just 30 days of elevated WITH Covid
 deaths, defined as a level above 1,000 per day, which will have occurred between April 15 and May 15. That’s because the hospitalization rate at the epicenter of the death count, New York State, has recently fallen sharply; and with a lag, so will its death count, which has already plateaued.

To wit, during the worst of the outbreak between March 30 and April 19, the New York state hospitalization count soared from 13,700 to 52,425 or by 282%. That amounted to an average of 2,040 net new hospitalization per day (admissions less discharges).

Since May 1, however, there has been just a 5% net gain in hospitalizations or 670 per day.

Moreover, the cowardly Grim Reaper of Covid attacked the sickest and weakest first, especially those in nursing and retirement homes, which were caught flat-footed when the virus initially ripped through the population.

That’s reflected in the steep incline of hospitalization rates thru mid-April, which actually peaked on a daily basis at 2,350 on April 7th. Now, however, discharges will soon exceed admissions and the daily death count will, thankfully, fall sharply owing to fewer, less sick patients in the New York hospitals.
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Of course, CNN and the rest of the Virus Patrol is not about to have an occasion for boosted ratings and non-stop Trump-bashing end too quickly. So they claim that it’s too soon to rollback Lockdown Nation because outside of New York it is still getting worse.

It is not!

What is happening is that owing to the Virus Patrol’s dogmatic insistence that massive testing and tracing is needed before house arrest for most Americans can be lifted, the states have stepped up their testing game, and that inherently means more cases.

For crying out loud, it should be clear by now from the antibody testing that is being reported around the country that 5-20% of the population has already been infected—and most have and will remain asymptomatic–in most jurisdictions. So if you do more tests per  commands from Washington, you might uncover more of the infected population that already has or had the Covid.

But actually, the data paint an even better picture than that. What is actually being reported is a lower rate of infected cases per test in both New York and the rest of the country. That’s eminently logical, of course, because the population is increasingly less sick and it is that less sick population that is now being tested.

In the case of the New York Covid-epicenter, for instance, testing peaked at an average of 34,855 per day over April 23-26, which tests uncovered an average of 7,708 new Covid cases per day. The implied infection rate/test was thus 22.1%.
In the last four days over May 3-6, the New York testing rate has come down, as advertised, to an average of 24,215 per day or by 31%. But the number of new cases has plummeted by 64% to just 2,755 per day, which means, mirabile dictu, that the infection rate/test has been cut in half to just 11.4%.

That is, even in New York, the population now being tested is far less sick than during the early stages of the virus’ spread, meaning, in turn, that the corner has clearly been turned.

As for the claim that the number of infected cases in the rest of the country is still increasing—per the Virus Patrol taunt of a few weeks ago that the Red States will soon get theirs—it’s just not true.

In fact, while the number of tests has risen by 15%, the number of new cases has actually fallen by 14%. For the balance of the USA outside of New York, the daily averages and infection rates were:

· April 23-26: 192,100 tests per day and 24,535 new cases, implying an infection rate of 12.8%;

· May 3-6: 221,174 tests per day and 20,954 new cases per day, implying an infection rate of 9.5%.

In short, the new case rate is plummeting in New York and falling in the rest of the US, while the infection rate is also falling everywhere, and outside of New York is actually in single digits.

Given these trends, it is only a matter of time before the CNN Chyron of Death goes cold; and the chance that there will be an acceleration to in excess of 3,000 Covid-deaths per day by early June, as per yesterday’s leak to the New York Times by the Virus Patrol operatives at the CDC is somewhere between slim and none.

This  means, in turn, that when the books are closed, the Covid-mortality rate—even by the CDC’s expansive count everything criteria—will barely hit 30 per 100,000 or half the 50-70 per 100,000 level experienced during the Asian Flu pandemic of 1957-58 and the Hong Kong Flu pandemic of 1968-69.
And mention of those earlier pandemics gets us back to today’s jobless claims report. There are now 22.7 million UI beneficiaries, a figure which dwarfs anything previously recorded during the recessions of the last five decades.  At the previous cyclical bottoms, in fact, total continuing claims were only a fraction of current levels:

· Dec. 1970: 2.3 million;

· April 1975: 4.5 million;

· Oct. 1982: 4.6 million;

· May 1991: 3.5 million;

· Feb. 2002: 3.5 million;

· May 2009: 6.6 million;

· April 2020: 22.7 million
Moreover, this number will soon hit 30 million, meaning that the Federal/state average payment of (including the $600 per week add-on in the Everything Bailout will) total $35 billion per week!

Yet here’s the thing: The White House and the Virus Patrol have changed their rationale for the Lockdown so frequently, and have enabled the MSM to sow such hysterical fear of the Covid among the American public that it is not clear at all as to how long America’s Not Rich Uncle Sam will have to keep footing this $35 billion tab per week to keep body and soul even minimally together in the Lockdown Nation.
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After all, the original rationale was one of mitigation and utility. That is, the stay-at-home orders were purportedly meant to slow the spread of the virus and the call on hospital capacity, ICUs and ventilators; and was based on model projections from the Gates/IHME combine that showed hospitals being overwhelmed and a massive shortage of these critical facilities:

As one March 11 news story summed it up, the aim was to make the red area projected by IHME reshape to the blue area shown in the graphic:

“I think the whole notion of flattening the curve is to slow things down so that this doesn’t hit us like a brick wall,” said Michael Mina, associate medical director of clinical microbiology at Boston’s Brigham and Women’s Hospital. “It’s really all borne out of the risk of our health care infrastructure pulling apart at the seams if the virus spreads too quickly and too many people start showing up at the emergency room at any given time.”
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As it happened, the massive call on hospital capacity did not happen, save for a few overwhelmed institutions at the epicenter in the Bronx and elsewhere in New York City.
But as we will show tomorrow, there has remained huge excess capacity throughout most of the US even during the April peak, and even as emergency facilities put up like the Javits Center in New York and McCormick Place in Chicago have remained essentially unused.

But that did not stop the Virus Patrol. As Ryan McMaken nicely summarized, they simply changed the rationale:

For the next two weeks or so, governments mostly sold the idea of forced social distancing as a measure to “flatten the curve” and the phrase began appearing everywhere in social media, media publications and government announcements.
Many people found this message reasonable enough, especially when coupled with claims that hospitals and governments would seek to buy up large numbers of ventilators and expand capacity with temporary hospitals. This flatten-the-curve narrative persisted for two weeks or so, but at some point in late March and early April, the narrative switched to something new.
The new narrative was this: the death toll will simply be too gruesome and unbearable to allow people to continue on with some semblance of an ordinary life. So, we must keep society locked down indefinitely until a vaccine is found or until there can be enough testing and tracking of infections among the entire population. Until then, only minimal “essential” activities will be allowed. This could last eighteen months, or two years, or more. And even then, there will need to be “COVID passports” and official freedom-to-work documents issued by governments. The future is one in which every move must be controlled and monitored to prevent the spread of this disease.
Sure enough. On April 2nd Dr. Strain-Fauci insisted that mandatory social distancing could not be relaxed until further notice:

“If we get to the part of the curve where it goes down to essentially no new cases, no deaths for a period of time, I think it makes sense that you have to relax social distancing,” [Fauci] added. “The one thing we hope to have in place, and I believe we will have in place, is a much more robust system to be able to identify someone who is infected, isolate them, and then do contact tracing.”

So now they have unleashed their own contagion. Namely, a vicious politicized opposition to re-opening emanating from the MSM and the Trump-hating cadres of the political left and the Dem party.

It is the latter which will absolutely forestall any rapid coming to our senses as a nation, and thereby insure an absolute economic, financial and political calamity as the weeks and months ahead unfold.

We’d suggest that the true story of the so-called beach opening in Jacksonville Florida gives some sense of the re-opening fiasco which lies ahead.

Local authorities in Jacksonville Florida were viciously criticized by the Virus Patrol for re-opening their beaches. That is, the very place were an abundance of sunlight, which is the sworn enemy of the coronavirus, does its business.

But it turns out that the actual order was what they called back in the Watergate days, a “modified, limited hangout”. You can go to the beach in Jacksonville, but just don’t do any of things that most people do at the beach:
And no beach has reopened in Florida without social distancing guidelines. Jacksonville, the first city to open the proverbial floodgates, has banned sunbathing and prohibited beach-goers from bringing coolers, grills, and chairs. Organized beach sports are also forbidden. Put differently, you are allowed to walk or jog on the beach, and you are allowed to go swimming.
There you have it. The Covid Hysteria in America is so unhinged that even the intrepid authorities in an coastal town that makes it living from the beaches is reluctant to open its beaches out of an abundance of fear and political intimidation.

Or take Mississippi, where the GOP governor has been raked over the coals for opening too soon by CNN.

Gov. Tate Reeves (R) issued a “safer-at-home” order effective Monday, which allows previously-closed retail stores, strip malls, and shopping centers to reopen if they decrease foot traffic in individual stores by 50 percent and provide hand sanitizer when customers come inside. Gyms, theaters, barbershops, and salons will remain shuttered; bars and restaurants can continue to serve patrons via curbside service.
Gyms? The place where by definition overwhelmingly healthy people frequent?

Then there was Georgia, where Governor Kemp famously got taken to task for re-opening to soon even by the Donald.

The re-opening guidelines for restaurants, however, require adherence to 39 guidelines, including…….

· limiting capacity to no more than 10 patrons per 500 square feet;

· limit table size to no more than six customers

· use rolled silverware and eliminate table presets

· discontinue salad bars and buffet service;

· sanitize essentially every single item between diners (table condiments, digital ordering devices, check presenters, self-serve ordering areas, tabletops);

· remove self-serve items from drink, condiment, utensil, and tableware stations, requiring employees to distribute these items instead;

· use single-use paper menus or disinfect plastic menus after each use;

· re-arrange dining rooms to allow six-feet between parties;
· prevent patrons from congregating in waiting areas or bars; and close any playgrounds or play areas.

Then there is the die-hard Dem governor of Colorado, Jared Polis, who stated that when it comes to COVID-19 his policy is “stamping this out”, while explaining why nail and hair salons can re-open, but restaurants may not:

“So, people say this. Why salons, not restaurants? We get that people are touching other people in salons. These are one on one services. Restaurants, 30, 40, 50 people depending on how big it is. Bars, even more,” Polis said in a press conference last week. “When you have 50-60 people in an enclosed area, it’s a very different risk to everybody than one on one services. So this first round is one-on-one services.”
Right. 50 retail transmissions at the nail places are OK, but 50 transmissions on a wholesale basis at a restaurant are not.
As we said. Welcome to Loony Tunes in Lockdown Land.
 

� Anybody know what WITH Covid means? It appears that Stockman is trying to help disambiguate cause-of-death counting.





